


" UNCLASSIFIED 





“02/04/02 MON 17:12 FAX 2025413330 uscc a "ano: 





Po 0 OUT a 


Consejo Episcopal Canadian Conference of United States Conference of 
Latinoamericano Catholic Bishops. Catholic Bishops 








January 29, 2002 | big ~ 
S.ER. Monsefior 

Baltazar Porras Cardozo 

Arzobiape de Mérida 


‘Presidents de ls Conferencia 


y demés Obizpos de Venezuela RELEASED IN FULL 
Caracas; Veneznela 


Dear Brother Bishops: 3 oe 


From January 28-30, 2002, Cardinals, Bishops, priests, wroenan rigions and lay peopta 
delegates of tho Bishops’ Conferences of Canada, the’ od States and Latin America, as well 
as Aftica, Asia and Europe, have met at The Catholic ity of America in Washington, DC 
ei caneea ie eniced tie cin belaine ee issue of “Humanizing the Global 
Economy,” in onfer to seck alternatives to problems affecting the moet keponedished people of 
the thind world. . 


We have been shocked and deeply rgrot the dliotesitmation thatthe Church of Venezia i 
experiencing. It is always dangerous to mock the Church in her doctrine, in her life and in ber 
pastors. Not even the Papal Representative has been immune from such attecks. 


We express our soliderity with the pilgrim people of God in Venezuela, particularly with its 
pastors. We are moved by the epirit of unity and conmmunion, essential elements in the life of the 
Church. We want to he with those who suffer for the sake of the Goapel. 


Our prayers ere with yo a, convinced of the wons of our Lord Jesus Christ: Do.not fear! “L will 
alwayr-be with you until the end of the wad’ (Mt. 28, 20). : 


bade ‘ Sheorttiel 
Archbishop of Boston - Archbishop of Wasbington, DC 
Revi UNCL 
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Bishop of Spokane Archbishop of St. John's 
Vice President, U.S. Conferenceof ° +: ee ee Careitan Cairne 
Catholic, Bishops 


* 


Bishop Peter Schonewbach 
General Secretary of the Canadian Conference 
of Catholic Bishops 


‘ci fee 
' Bi iar Retes - 
ishop of Texcoco 


’ General Secretary , 
Consejo Episcopal Latinoamericano ? | Benopal Confess of Ain 


oablgep 


Bishop Oswald Thomas Cohnan Gomis 
Bishop of Anuredhapura 

General Secretary 

Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conferences _ 
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